LIFE'S PROBLEMS

age; some are big and some are little, and
the big ones look after the little ones. Each
cottage has its own kitchen and orders its
own supplies from the general store. The
girls* cottages have each a matron (some-
times a widow who with her little ones has
been admitted to Mooseheart), and she ad-
vises the girls how to do the buying and the
cooking.

In the boys' cottages there is a proctor
to advise them and usually a woman cook.
The boys who care to can learn cookery and
household buying under her supervision. All
the boys do their own dishwashing, sweeping
and bed-making. Once three boys about
fourteen years old went on strike because the
proctor asked them to scrub the dining-room
floor on their knees. They thought this work
would degrade them, and they started
toward the superintendent's office. On the
way they met me and told me their troubles.

"I think it is all right for a young man to
scrub a floor on his knees," I said* "I've done
it for my mother many a time. I have been a
bootblack. But it didn't hurt my character.
You are going to the superintendent for his
opinion. He is a Harvard man, but he worked
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